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Tux PREMIER: HOW Was it to be
done ?

MR. SOLOMON: It was not necessary
to say any mnore on the subject, as it bad
been so fully put before the Rouse; Vat
he would vote for the motion.

THE FEMIER: It seemed very easy
to talk against the employment of the
police on Sunday, hut rno one had
suggested---

Mn. ILLINGWORTH said the Pre-
mier bad not the right of reply.

Question put. and deelared in favour of
the " ayes."

THE PREMIER: Divide.
Mnt. GEORGE:- There was only one

voice in the "noes."
THE SPEAKER said lie heard- two

"noes." He put the question again, and
declared it in favour of the " ayes."

THE PREMIER again called for a
division, which was taken with the follow-
ing resuilt-

Noes ... .. .. 7

Majority against .. 2

Arcs.
Mr. George
Mr. H-igham
Mr. Simpson
Mr. Solomon

NOES.
SiriohnForrest
Mr. Loton
Mr. Mone
Mr. andei

'Mr. Richardson
'Mr. Wood
Mr. R. P. Slioll ('dellia).

Motion negatived.

ADJOURNMENT.

THE PREMIER WHon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the Hlouse at its rising
adjourn till half -past seven o'clock p.m.,
on Thuarsday next.

Put and passed.
The Rouse adjourned at 9-.54 p..

until Thursday.

Thursday, 22ld October, 18.96.

Mail Service; Cne to Lake Way -Gsrsldlton jetty
Ez tension-Rotrnest. Island~ fis ICOf by the public-
Guano: export Of from Abjyollios Islands-Fn.-
mantle Water Supply; Particulars as co-Standing
Orders : suspension of--Loan Estimates- Pro.
cedure ats to ;motion for adjournment -Onle.
Namius Railway Bill: third realing-Appmopriaioi
Bill! . econdl reading; conuinittcec-Adjioutrnmrenit

TnE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir George
Shenton) took the elsair at 7-10 o'clock,
J).m.

-MAIL SERVICE, 1CU-E '10 -LAKE WAY.

TwE Hon., W. ALEXANDER asked:
the Minister for Mfines, if the Govern-
mnent intended to uttablish a weekly mail
service between CueG and Lake Way.

TrtE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
fl. H. Wittenoon) r-ep] ied that th e matter
was under consideration before the 1101)
member taibled his question.

GERALDTLON' JETTY EXTENSION.
THE HONq. W. ALEXANDER asked

the Minister for Mines if tile Govern-
mnent iiitenired to prucued with the work
of extending thle Geraldton jetty to a
further length of 1,000 feet.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoomn) replied, that the mnatter
was tinder con siderations.

ROTTNEST ISLAND-USE OF BY THE
PUBLIC.

THE RON. W. ALEXANDER asked
the Minister for Mines if the Govern-
ment were disposed to throw open the
Island of IRottnest to the general public,
and utilise the labour of the aboriginal
convicts on the Abrothos Islands.

THE MINISTER FOR. MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied, No.

CUANO-EXPORn' OF FROM ABROLUOS
ISLA'NDS.

THE HoN. V. ALEXANDER asked
the Minister for Mines if the Govern-
inent intended to allow the export of
guano fromn the Abroihos Islands to con-
tinue.

F,- porl 0J, Guann. 1](39
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THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
B. H. Wittenoom) replied as follows;:
Not if there is any demand from local
people.

F'REMANTLJE WATER SUPPLY-
PIARTICULARS AS TO.

THE HoN. D. K. CONGDON: I beg
to move, " That a return be laid upon the
Table of the House, Showing-

1. The date when the new Water
Reservoir at Fremantle is likely to be
finishied.

2. The nature of the labour used in
the work, anda the cost per yard for ex-
cavation, including superision.

3. The total cost of the works and. the
amounts received per annum for water
sup~plied.

4. The cost per thousand gallons to the
Government.

5. The receipts and expenses for the
current year.

6. The amount the Government intend
placing on the Supplementary Estimates
to enable the Fremantle Municipality to
carry out the schemne for watering the
streets, park, and oval, free of further
expense to the town."
I submit this motion with a view to
obtaining infornation, not that I want it,
but because it is the desire of a large
number of the electors I represent to
have it. Some gentlemen at Fremautle
have endeavoured to obtain information
from the officers in charge of the water
supply and have failed, and, consequently,
I have been induced to bring the matter
before the 'House. Mr. Bell is the officer
in charge at Freman tie, and M r. Hodgson
is the engineer. Both gentlemen have
been to Frema~ntle over and over again,
but they have failed to sa~tisfy the people
that the supply will be made atvailable
within the time in which it has been
promised. It has been stated that the
work w-ill be completed by Christmas,
but, as far as can be judged, it will not
be completed by Christnis twelve months.
That being so, it is desirable that we
should obtain the Information I ask for,
and I am surprised at the bon. the
Minister putting me off in the nianner lie
has dlone, and putting inc to the incon-
venlience of making a mnolion. I told the
hion. gentlemanii I wats willing to wait if
hie would supply the informnation before
the prorogation. I hope lion. members

will recognise that tlio people Of
Fremantle have a right to be placed in
possession of this information, and I mnay
say again that I am) surprised that the
Minister should treat questions which are
asked as being of no importance.

THE MINISTRu FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoomn) :I c-annot reply without
the information.

THE HION. D). K. CONGDON: In your
reply to a question put by the Hon. Mr.
Pi esse, you s howed no i ndication of ha-vinug
endeavouredl to get the information. If
the people are not assured that the in-
formation will be forthcominig within a
reasonable time, it will be sought for by
a depuLtation to the Minister in charge of
the work. At present there is practically
no supply for North and South Frem antic,
and even for Fremantle proper the supply
is inadequate.

THE HoN. R, G. HunoEs: What do
the country places do ?

THE HON. D. K. CONGDON: I do
not know, but I thinik it very hard, after
people have been promised a supply and
have gone to the expense of puttinig pipes
in, they should not get it.

THE HON. S. H. PARXER: Do they
pay in. Fremantle ?

TH E HoN. -D. K. OON GDON:- Yes.
THE HoN. S. H. FAnnER: Somie years

ago they did not.
THE HON. D. K. CONGDON: They

would pay if they had a supply. The
residents of Fremantle are people of
probity, and are. willing to pay for what
they get. To prove to you, Sir, that this
is a matter of importance, I may say
that I have received a letter fromz Mr.
Knight (and I c;an give lion. members
mny word oif honour that I have not
Sp)oken to that gentlenian on the subject),
which I will read. Mr. Knight says:
" As I am building on Monument Hill,
" fully anticipating that we should have
"a good supply of water when we took
"possession i n December, 1 cannot tell you
"how deeply gratcful I am for the
"interest you are taking in the reservoir.
"With the present appliances and labour,
"however, there is not theo slightest pos-
"sibility of t'he work being completed for
"12 mo nths. May 1 ask what the resi-
"dents on the Hill are to do for water in
the meantime? I trust you will not

" leave the matter alone until you have a
" distinct promise from the Government

fi'remantle Water Supply.
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"that they will finish the work b~y con-
" tract." One of the questions I asked
was whether it was desirable to carryv out
this work by prison labour P I think it
is undesirable, because, in the first place,
wve are bringing convict labour into coin-
petition with free labour; and, secondly,
because at the rate the work is being
carried on by convict labour, there is no
telling when it will be completed. The
questions I have asked are important to
two-thirds of the inhabitants of Fre-
mantle, and I ask hon. members to affirm
my motion.

THE HON. H. BRJGGS: I rise to
second the motion. Hon. members are
perhaps not fully coguisaut of the facts.
At the present time a huge reservoir is
being constructed on the highest point in
Fremantle, and it is the desire of the
Government to pump water from the
convict establishment into it. This reser-
voir will supply Monument Hill, Finn-
ton, North Fremnantle, and South Fre-
mantle, where at present the people are
suffering from want of water. I own
the block next to the reservoir, and, at
considerable expense, I put down a mill
with a large pump for the purpose of
supplying water for the people ; but,
finding that the Government were about
to undertake the work, I did not proceed
further with my scheme, and consequienttly
the people between the two are without
water. If we obtain this information
the people will know what they have to
expect, and they will be able to make
their arrangements accordingly.

THE RON. F. T. CROWDER: It is
not my intention to oppose the motion,
lbecause I think this information will be
useful. At the same time I might point
out that, if the hon. member would study
the Appropriation Bill, he would see that
£11,000 is provided for the Fremantle
water supply.

THn HON. S. H. PARKER: I have
no intention of opposing the motion, but
I may say that the reason why I asked
the question as to whether the people of
Fremantle paid, was that when I was in
office the vast majority of the people did
not pay.

THE HON. D. K. COiNON: That
was not the fault of the consumers. It
was the fault of your bad officers.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: It was
not the fault of my department, but the

fault of the Department of Public Works
in not levying a rate. During 1896 the
total amount paid for water at Frenmantle
was £1,778. Perihaps the lion. gentle-
man can tell us whether a rate is
levied.

THE HON. D. K. CONGOo: The
Director of Public Works has power to
levy a rate of Is., but a rate of only 8d.
is levied.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: In cal-
culating the rate at Is. it shows that the
ratable value of Freinantle is only
£36,000. We know that is perfectly
absurd. We know that the ratable value
of Fremantle is several hundreds of
thousands of pounds. Obviously, there-
fore, if a rate of 8d. is levied the majority
of people do not pay, oir else the rate is
not collected.

THE HoN. D. K. CoONGDON: It Was
only lnst year that power wats given
to the Director of Works to levy at
rate.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER:K Pardon
me; but perhaps he (lid not levy a
rate.

THB HoN. D. K. CONGDON: I would
like to explain that only a portion of the
town uses the water, aid in the calcula-
tion of the Hon. Mr. Parker no account
is taken of the water supplied to the
Railway Department and the shipping,
and these two itemsu would makesa great
difference in the receipts.

TaE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) :lIam sorry the hon.
gentleman should infer that 1 amn de-
sirous of either shelving or delaying his
questions. The information lie asked for,
however, was so voluminous that it was
impossible to obtain it at once. I have
tried to get it, axid I may say that I hope
I shall be able to lay it on the table
to-morrow. I did not ask the hon.
member to move in the matter in order
to evade the question, but simply to give
a little time in which to obtain the in-
formation. The Government has no desire
whatever to keep back any informna-
tion.

THn HON. D. K. CONGDON: I must
thank the hon. the Minister for his
assurance, and with the permission
of the House I beg to withdraw my
motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
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SIA VNIJIN0 ORI)ERS-SUSPENSiON OF.
THE MINISTER FOR MINES (lion'

E. H. Wittenoi): I mLove, -'That so
mnujch of the Standing Orders ats relate to
the passing of Bills through their various
stages he suspended for the remainder of
the sCssiol." Id~ono (t thiuk nauv wo rds
are required to commend this niotion to
lion. members. There are, man v unini-
jportant Bills before thle Ho' u. which. I
feel sture. lioni. mjembers will ni t, object to
pasn th rough all their stages. With
regard to any Bills which lion. memblers
may think fit to discuss, there wvill Ile no,
oljection on unv part to having the
subjects they deail with fully ventilated.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: I regret
to say that I feel hound to oppose this
moitio;n. The hion. gentleman. in speaking
only recenttly, told us that, so far as he
wats concerned, hie had no desire to lhurry
the business, and that we coulId sit here
ats long ais we pleased. Ile stated, how-
ever, that his sole consideration wats the

coneninceof lion. mnemlbers. I find
that lion, members do i ot, desire to rush
through the business, and that it is only'A
thle lion. gentleman himself who enl-
(leavours to huirry as fast as possible.
Every Bill which has come before the
Hbiuse hie has endeavoured to rush through.
Atour last sitting he desired to suspend the
Standing Orders, and rush through Bills
which lion. members had never seen, not,
so lie said, l. cause lie wished to hurry
matters, Ibut because hie was considering
the convenience of those bl. metrbers
who come from thle country. We knowv
that it is impossible for this House to
receive the major portion of the Bills
which come fromt the tower House until
at late period of the session, sand if we
are to do our ditty to our constituents,
and justify our existence, it behoeves us
to fully examine and criticise all measures.
and not allow themi tu be rushed through
because they have conic down late, and
country inemnlers wish to get away. We
are prep)ared to sit here ats long as
necessary iii the interests of the country.
Our Standing Orders provide that they
shiall not hie susp)endedi except in cases'of
pressng necessity. What pressing
necessity' is there? Is there any reason
why we should not meet until we have
thoroughly considered them '? There is
another reason. I notice that when a
Bill recently carie before this House,

providing for water supplies iii thne
country districts, it wats thrown out;
lion, members being unaniiousl 'vof
opinion that, although it was desirable
to have at Bill, still the one biefore them
wats not such as they could assent to.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. RI. Wittentoom) :I rise to order. This
is at question of suspending the Standing
Orders, not of water supplly.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
toin) :I thmink the( lion. membler is speak -
mug, to the question.

,THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
ER. H. Wittenoomn) : I beg pardon; I
thought, ie(, wits speaking about water
supply.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: I was
informing lion. gentlemteni that, when that
Bill cattle before the House, it w'as con-
sidered inadvisable to pass it. and it wats
thought that it wais too late inl the
session to attempt to remiodel it. The
consequenice wats it is thrown out by at
large majority. What dol we find ? We
find that the gentleman who occupies the
most distinguished position of Premier,
in speaking at at banquet at York, said
that hie was astonished that this House
should throwy out the Bill on account. of
some matters of detail. He pointed out
that, we had six legal gentlemen here who
should have devoted some of their spare
time (I hope my colleagues hlave spare
time; I have very little)oto amending it
instead of throwing it out. Thme lion.
gentleman who makes this motion does
not desire that we shall make. any

:amendments. but that we shiall pass all
these Bills through at one sitting. The
lion. gentleman may say that his motion
will onl y give the power to pass the Bills
throug-h all their stages-a power which
neced not necessarily be exercised-but we
know that any memnber imay put the closure
onl. It has been done before, and may
hie done again. Therefore, if wre allow
the Standing Orders to be suspended, we
'nay hlave the whole of these Bills passed
through in the course of half an hour.
I think lion, gentlemen will agree, from
our exlperienc e of the way Bills hlave
conme from the Lowver House, that there is
necessity to fully criticise them. Already
we ]lave had to entirely remodel some of
them, and I venture to think that our
amendments have been for the public
good. In these circurmstances I trust
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lion. members will not allow this most
unprecedented course of suspending thcu
Standingi Orders to be adopted.

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: I trust
lion. members will not agree with the
motion of the Minister for Mines. All I
can sayv is that if bon. members carry oHi
the business in this waY, they Will simply
make a latoghing-stock of the Legislative
Council. What we desire is proper time
in which to consider the Bills. We are
not all so clever as the Government whip,
the Hon. Mr. Haynes. who can pick up a
Bill at once and tell us what is in it.
We are returned to acet ats a check onl
hasty legislation, and how can we do our
duty if we allow Bills which admittedlh
are faulty to be passed through in a few
minutes'? To-night, the bon. the Minister
is trying to cramt down our throats at
number of Bills, a, course he would never
consent to if he were sitting on the
opp)osite side of the House.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : It seems to me that
we are rather wasting time in disussingl
this matter, Seeing that I have no desire,
if lion, members do not wish to carry on
the business expeditiously, to force it. It
must apologise if I have overrated the
powers of hon. members. I thought,
perhaps, that gentlemen like the Hon.
Mr. Parker anld the Hon. Mr. Crowder
miaght possibly be able to grasp the Bills
after having had two or three day' s in
which to consider them, but if I have
miade a mistake I apologise. At the
same time, it seems to me that many of
them are not very' difficult to grasp; by
ordinary minds. One of the Bills I am
accused of trying to rush is a Bill to
amend the Jury Act, by providing that
in the future jurors shall be paid l~s. per
day' instead of 5Ss. per day. No great prin-
ciple is involved in it, and I should have
thought that minds like those of the Hon.
Mr. Parker slid the Hon. Mr. Crowder
would have been able to grasp it in two
ir thre.- hours. Then we have the Public
Health Bill, under which it is proposed to
give power to levy a rate of 63d. iustead of
3d. Surel y this is not at veryv difficult
Bill to grasp. Hlowever, I do [lot wish to
press even these Bills, and if a majority
of hon. mnemrbers sayv that we should no;t
Iroceed with th"Bm, I Ohall not pre.ss
themn.

Qu1estion plit.

The House divided with the following
r-,-ult: -

Ayes
Noes ..

MajoritY tol

A,.,..
The Hum. U. G. Bmtrges
The Ho.. fl. K. Congdmm
The Hon. C. E. Denmpster
The Hon. .1. W. Hackett
The Hion. R. S. Harass
Thes Ho.. D). Mc~ay
Th.e H.". . J.. Saunders
The Rot'. .1. 8. Taylor
The Hoan. E. H. Witte .....t.n
Tie lion. WV. Spencer

(Tr11,,,.

rThe H .. IV . A les., ... le
'The Hon.. H. llriggs
'rie Bin. A. Bi. Kid ...
The Hoot. S. H. Parker
The Hon. J. E. Richard..,
Tme Hom. F. lo. Stote
The Roit. F. 'T. crowder

(Trirr).

Qunest ion pumt and passed.

LOA-N ESTIMATES-PROCEDURE AS
TO-ADJOURNMENT.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: Before
the House proceeds, I desire to ask the
hon. the Minister whether hie is prepared
to lay on the table the Loin Estimates
for thie current year.

THE MINISTRn FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom) : No, sir. I am not.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: Perhaps
the hon., gentleman wvill allow ine to draw
his attention to the Audit Act, and to
place myself in order I shall conclude 1)1w
moving that the House do now adjoutrn.
It maye be remembered In lion. members
that reenrtly I drew attention to the fact
that tile ordinuary Estimates had not been
laid oin the table. Subsequently the hon.
the Minister stated that, through an
oversighit, lie had made an omission, and
lie then laid the Estimates on the table.
After thmis T was iii hopes that the dv.
partment which manages these matters
would have drawn his attention to another
provision() of the Audit Act, which says
that these Loan Estimates shall lbe laid
before Parliament. I have nowV asked
the 1101. gentlealuan wvhether lie inl tends to,
laY themIl ,on the( tatblean ;li11 says lie
does not.

THE NINIS'UEI FOR ITNES (Hon.
E. H. Wittetnmsm) : Do ol Rmim1can1 those
wich lit-. includd i ii the A ppropriat io n
Bill?'

THE 1-oN. S. H. PARKER : No; the
Loani Esti mates give very d ifferent infor-
ilatioin to that. There applears to bei it
,tesii-i on the part if the ( ,veruniaiut to
ignore this Rob use, fo r, instead i f giving,
uts the TLo an Estimates, wi i, were pre-
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sented to the Legislative Assembly, they
supply uts with a brief amount of iniformia-
tion at the end of the Appropriation
Bill. The Audit Act draws no distinction
between either House. It says that the
Estimates shall be presented to Parlia-
mnent, and, unless we insist upon having
them, wye shall be giving up one of our
most valued privileges, In these cirunij-
stances I shall feel it my duty to oppose
the second reading of the Appropriation
Bill until we get the information before
us which the Statute entitles us to have.

Ti's MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H1. Wittenoom) : The only reply I have
to make to the lion, gentlemian, who has
moved this motion from an obstructive
point of view-

TE RON. S. H. PARKER: Does the
bon. gentleman second the motion ?

TuE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : No.

Tan PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir- G. Shen-
ton) : Then there is nothing before the
House as yet.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Holt.
E. H. Wittenoom) : Then it saves me the
trouble of making a speech.

Motion lapsed.

CUE-NANNINE RAILWAY BILL.

THIRD READING.

This
passed.

Bill was i-cad a third time, and

APPROPRIATION BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I have now much
pleasure in laying before lion. members
the Appropriation Bill for the current
year, and I trust they will give it that
careful consideration which they have
b~estowved npon other important measures
which have been laid before them this
session. The estimated revenue for the
year ending June 20, 1897, is £2,426,000,
and the credit balance fromt the past
year was S12,061. Thus there is
available for expenditure during this
financial year no less an amount than
£92,737,064. If hion. members will
look at the expenditure side they will
will see that the whole of this large sum
has been allotted except £16,638, which
is the estimatel credit balance on JIune

30, 1897. It must he a matter of con-
gratulation to everyone who takes an
interest in the advancement of Western
Australia to see these imuense amounts
coming to hand. It would only be
waste of time if I were to make any
comparisons between the present and the
past. However, I may not be wrong in
stating that the estimated revenue of last
year was under £2,000,000, but that
estimate was exceeded very considerably,
and we thus have a large amount avail-
able for expenditure upon reproductive
works. Amongst these are hiarbour works,
railways, buildings, roads, wells, water
supplies, and various other means of
assistance to the different industries of
the colony. Hon. members are so con-
versant with the details of the Estimates
that I need not go into particulars, but
I may allude to a few of the principal
works which the Government propose to
udertake. Following out thle policy of the

Government it is proposed to construct
agricultural railways out of revenue, and
to use some of the Surplus on the bar-
hours of the colony. We propose to
improve the harbour at Bunbury, where
it is anticipated that a large business will
be done in the shipment of timber and
coal.

THE HON. F. T. CRtOWDER: We have
to get the coal first.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom1) : We have coal and
timber, and it is necessary that there
should be facihities for shipping them.
What is the use of possessing any pro-
duct unless we have conveniences for
getting it to market? What is the' use
of gold, wool, timber, or stock unless we
have a means of disposing of them ? I do
not think I need say any more in regard
to the Estimates, for the fullest and most
reliable information concerning them has
been given in the iiewspapers, which, no
doubt, hon. memb.ers have availed them-
selves of. I need only now refer to what
the Hon. Mr. Parker has said. He has
asked for the Loan Estimates, but hion.
members will see that in the second
schedule to this Bill details of the loan ex-
penditure are carefully set out. With
these remarks I move that the Bill be now
read a second time.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: I do not
intend at this stage to speak on the main
question, as I propose to move an amend-
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tnent. The lion, the MKinister has pointed
mit that at the end of this Bill there is a
schedule giving the amounts which arc
proposed to be e-xpended out of loan
funds. I can hardly think that the lion.
gentlemn will be prepared to contend
that this schiedule is what are known as
the Loan Estimates. The Loan Esti-
miates give a vastaeini1t of informat ion oJi
e-very item of expenditure. For instance,
take the vote for Government House.
Not only is the total amount given, but
the amiount which it is proposed to expend
this y'ear and other details are Supplied.
This schedule does not give such infoi'-
niation. The Legjislative Assemnbly has
had the Loan Estimates, and the Audit
Act miakes no distinction between either
House, If the hon. gentleman will tell
me that this House has had the same
information as has been placed lbefore the
Legislative Assembly, then I will mnake
no motion.

THE MINISTER FOR MINEUs (HOn. E. H.
Wittenooni) : Do you want the names of
all the engine-drivers ?

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: I do not,
1 )It I want the proper information, and I
do not think this House will be satisfied
simply because the hon, gentleman is
prepared to jeer. Mlthough the bon.
gentleman admitted hie had made a mis-
take with regard to the general Estimates,
and although the same Statute whichi cast
the duty upon him to lay those Estimates
on the table says that the Loan Est imates;
sbafl also be laid before Parliamnent, he
apparently desires to ignore it, and pass
this Bill without affording any informa-
tion Whatever. I move as an amendment
that all the words after "1that" be left
out with a view to inserting the following:-
-- Th is Hou se is not p)repared to furthter

proceed with the Appropriation Bill until
the provisions of the Audit Act, 1891,
arc complied with, and the Loan Esti-
mates laid onl the table of the House."
I believe this is the first year, since
we have had responsible government,
that the Loan Estimates have not been
laid before us. When I occupied the
position which the hon. gentleman now
occ-upies, the Loan Estimates were
lbrought before the House and discussed
in committee, and the hon. gentlemian
himself was the first to mnove that one of
the items should be struck out. Thebhan.
gentleman apparently does not desire that

We: should discuss them, but wishes to
get rid of Parliament as soon1 as possible.
out of cosdrtoas he says, for the
couintry members. He knows that if we
had these Estiniates before us we inni'
take time to consider them. We miay
think it desirable to go into ComutLIittee
upon them, SO that they appairently are
withhld. for lb pU2'ost'. A. statutory
duty is impo~sed upon the Government,
and yet they comev here and boldly say
they will iLot oomph)IN With tihe law, They
savC ';We d o not conlSid er any d iity is cast
uponl US-We' do not care for the Lecris-
lative Council, and we will only give thle
information which is containedl in the
schedulle to this Bill." All I cana say is
that, if lion. gentlemen Will submit to
this treatment, the reason for the
existence of this House absolutely
cealses.

THE HoN. F. Ml. STONE: This
appears to inc to be a question of privi-
lege, and I hope hion. members will deal
with it as such, notwithstanding that the,
Minister has attempted to sneer at the
House. The lion. gentleman has eudea-
voured to mak-e a light ilatter of not lay ing
these Estimates on the table, and has
relied upon getting a maority of those
who always support the Government to
pass this Bill so that members may get
away. I feel sure, however, that the
Country members will 1)e the last to get
up and vote in this House simply lbecailse
they desire to get away. From the way
they have acted in the p~ast they will, I
am sure, now vote to up)hold the pivi-
leges and dignity of the House. It is all
very well to Say we have the information
in the schedule, but that is only drawing
a herring across the track. We are
entitled to the samne infonnation as the
legislative Assembly, and I hopec hon,
members will demand it.

Tnsi HoN. R. S. HAYNES:- I have
heard a good deal about upholding the
dignity of this House, and a great deal
about this House being a check upon
hasty legislation, hut I think it would be
better if we endeavoured to do a little
practical work instead of wasting our
time upon such matters as these. I tiust
say I do not think this amiendmuent has
been moved in good faith, but has10 been
pitt forwa~rd from a spirit of opposition.
If the hon. gentleman really desired to
hare soime information, I feel sure the
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House would bie with him; but I ask
whether the Hon. Mr. Parker hias shown
any instance of where informiation has
not been supplied. floes hie require, as
the hon. the Minister sayvs, to have the
names of the engine-drivers? Is there
not sufficient infiormiation in the Bill
before us to satisfy anly reasonable per-
son? If there is, why should the whole
of the work of the House be retarded
simply to permit a few lion, gentlemen to
indulge in opposition tactics ? The bon.
gentleman says the schedule is not an
estimate. I join issue with him. He
says when hie was in powecr Estimates
were brought in. Perhaps hie was wrong,
and is it because lie was wrong, that we
are going to follow him nowv? He says
we might discuss the items Reriatibn.
Perhaps at great deal of good might be
got out of such a. course. We mig ht find
out the names of the persons who fill the
various offices, but for myself I may say
there would be nothing in it. If the hon.
gentleman can show that he desires any
information, I shall support him, but
until he does I must vote against hint.

THE HON. C. E.DEMPSTER: Ilobject
to these continued allusions to country
members. Country- members, when they
come here, tire quite as independent as
other iiiemibeis, and are not going to be
influenced in their voles h)r such remarks
as are passed upon01 them by lion, mem-
bers. A great deal of time is un-
necessarily wasted in this House. We
do not wanlt to be kept here for months
and months oiver soin question about
the infringement of the rights and dignity
of the House, but desire to get onl with
the business as rapidly as p)ossible in the
interests of the country. I think we
should support the lion. time Minister for
Mines in this instancte, and not allow the
business to be deferred for the sake of
opposition.

THE: HoN. A. B. KIOSON: I do not
think any lion. mnemuber who knows the
Ron. Mir. Parkerean rightly accuse him of
having any desire to raise all op)position.
I think the ],oi. gentlenian deserves the
thanks of the House for having lbrouight
this matter forward, and I say that those
Loan Estimates should be laid on the
table before Ave proceed any further. The
Hon. Mr. Hayiies has stated that the
Hon. Mr. Parker has gi vell no 1easons for
his anmendmnents.

THE HON R S. HAYNES: Mention one,
then.

THE HON. A. B. KIDSON: His main
ground is that the Audit Act says that,

Ithese Estimnates shall be laid on the. table,
and they have not been. The Hon. Mr.
Dempster had taken exception to the
Hon. Mr. Stone's remarks about country
mnemblers, but if I understand them
aright the Hon. Mr. Stone's words were
in praise of the country members, because
hie threw it out that he felt sure that they
would not mind a little delay so that we
might have things properly done. I
should like to know how the lion. the
Minister intends to get over the point
which has been raised.

Q uestionl-that the words proposed to
be struck oat stand part of the question,
put.

The House divided, with the following,

Ayes ...-

Noes..

Majority f
AYES.

The lion. H1. Blrgge

The, Hon. R. 0. Borges
Te Eton. Dl. K. Conjlol

The Hll. C. F. flenipeter
Tme Ho,'. ii. S. Hamynes
Tme Ho.. D. McKay
The Ho,,. J. E. Richmardsonm
The Ho.. H. J. Sa..nde.
Tio Ro,,. W. S,,elner

5

ar ..-. 7

The Ho,,. F. T. Crowder
The Homi. A. B. Kideci
The Hon. S. H. ParkerIThe Ho.. P. X,. stone

IThe Ron. WV. Alexander
I (TOWle).

Tile Ho1.: I.. tlo~r. l
Te Hon B. H. Ttenon

The He.. J. W. Hakett
(Teller).

Question put and passed.
rfTun Hox. S. H. PARKER: I notice

the Estimates of revenue show that a
considerable amiounit over the receipts of
last year is expected, and it muay be that
this will be exceeded. I trust the Govern-
ment will bear in mind thatt mining
niatters are not progressinig very favour-
alitlv in thej mother country. To my cer-
tinm knowledge, and I know something
about the subject, there aire companies
in a good financial position which have
recently decided to forfeit the moneys
they have exp~ended in options and
working expenses on the g-round that
on the London market at the present time
no funds can be raised for the West
Australian g~oldfields. Shares have had
at tr-emendous fall, and I believe that no
Ilimling property can command a market
ilLondon. Companies formed to mt ,cquiro
properties and whmitshm halve expended
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hundreds of thousands of pounds in
deposit mnoney and working expenses
have forfeited every thing because it is
said iiothing can be done on the London
mnarket for Some months. On the Cool-
nardie goldflelds there are about 80,000

nt employed,. and in addition to the
wages. which average £24 per week,
there are other expenses for materials,
water,. carting, tiuier, tools, &c., and
when we hear in mind that the principal
portion of this money czomes. f rom.
London and that West Australian min-
ing matters are not looked upon with
favour, it seems to me there must soon
be a great falling off, and thatt many
properties will be thrown up, because it
is obvious that the people here cannot
work them owvingu to the onerous labour
conditions which are imposed. A gold
mnine withont, a large capital to work it
is as bad as having a white elephiant.
Many mines, I am afraid, will cease to
work- and the consequence will be that
hundreds of men will he thrown out of
employment, and will have to seek work
on the 1)ublic works which aire going
on throughout the colony. If money
does cease to flow from -London it is
obvious that the revenue also must
suffer, and in the circumistances I will
ask the hon. the Minister for Mines, who
represents the Governmnent, whether he
will consider the adVisableness of relaxing
those onerous labour conditions, especially
seeing that water is Scarce, wages high,
and that the flow of money from London
is likely to he retarded. Looking at the
Estimates, it seems to ine that the
Government has proceeded on the idea
that-Western Australian illingumatters
are as popular in London to-day as they
were six or eight months ago. We find
in these Estimates a most lavish expendi-
ture. Mai' of the works cannot be
carried oat durinig the current 12 months.
We have bridges, roads, agricultural
halls, and mniners' institutes provided all
over the country. I have lived here all
lay life, and I thought I knew all the
agricultural portions of the colony, hut
in looking through these Estimates I
find that hialls are provided] at pla-ces I
have never heard of. There is one at
Qooseherry Hill, where about two people
live. Then the Government propose to
cover in the Avon fromn one end to the
other; in fact, ther-e is at Mnost lavish

expenditure all round. Apparently a
general election is coining on, and this
mar be the reason for this large and
lavish expenditure. Jaim forc ed to this
conclusion b y the remiark of the Premier
ait York, when he pointed Out all the
good the present Government had done
for that tow-n, and all the moneys they
proposed to expend. A bridge is built
in the centre of the town which is not
required; there is to be a railway to the
Greenhills. And after telling thema this
the Premier said he trusted they would
remember who their friends were. This
money is being expended, I say, broad-
cast; antd apparently the only justifica-
tiMon for it is that a, geneiral election is
coming on. The goldfields are particu-

*larly well considered. Miners institutes
are provided for in every possible place.
I mentioned one of thse places to a
gentleman who has travelled all over the
goldflelds, and lie said to mie, "Good.
gracious! Surely they are not going to

*provide a miners' institute there; there
*arc no miners.'

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenooni) : What is the name of

Ithe place.
I Tu HoN. S. H. PARKER: I cannot

Irecollect.
THrE Hox. LT. Hf. TAYLOR: Who was

*the nia' I do not think hie knows the
fields. I think lie has jus colie from
Melbourne.
* Tuw Hoxm. S. H.- PARKER: We know

I that at Coolgardie there is whatt is called
a Chamber of Mines. It is a most
admirable institution, but it is a close
corporation, aLnd certain fees have to be
paid to enable at person to become1 aL
member. I know the chamber was good
enough to entertain a number of visitors
on onle ocz6i)ii, when many loyal toasts
were proposed, and all this'no doubt at
the expense of the chamiber. What do I
find on these Estimates? £4.500 is put
down for the Chamber of Mines. It
seems to iict that the Governument might
just as well give £E4,500 to the Stock
Exchange of Perth. Then I1 find that it
is proposed to build :L. railway to the
Perth racecourse.

THE MINSTER FOR Miwas (Hon. E.
.H. Witlenoomi) : The interest on that is
gruaranteed.

TirE H1og. S. -H. PARKER: I ami
g;l; to heal' it.. lint there is at railway
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there at the present time, although it
Stops On this side of the river. I have
never beard any objection to its Stopping
there, but I heard objections that the
line is badly managed, and that people,
being compelled to travel iii cattle trucks,
do not care to make use of it. If decent
accommodation were provided, there is
no occasion to carry the railway over the
river. 'Theni because Perth must have a
railwvay to the racecourse Bunbury miust
have one also. At Bunhury there is a
meeting about once a year, which is
attended by 300 or 400 peoiple. I should
like to k-now whether the interest is
guaranteed on this liue also P

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. K.
H. Wittenoom) : I have not heard.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: I do not
think anyone would be so foolish as to
guarantee the interest in that case.

THE HON. H. J. SAUNDErRS: Four
horses were entered.

THE HON. J. W. HACKETT: Will the
lion. gentleman pledge himself to that ?

THE Hox. S. H. PARKER: Anyhow
I Should like to know what Justification
there is for a railway line to the Buuburv
racecourse. Then take hospitals. These
are most necessary, but in most cases the
1)uildingrs are small. In )3unbury, how-
ever, the hospital is to be anl enormous
structure, and is to cost £4,000. WhyP
Well, probably, because it is Bunbury.
At Frenmantle the Legislature camne to
the conclusion that hiarbour works were
necessary. It was decided that we should
have one central harbour at Fremantle,
and so make that lport the Brindisi of
Australia. W~e were told also when we
were asked to build the railway to Bun-
bury that it "'as necessary for the pin--
pose of bringing uip coal and timber.
What do we find nowv? Why, there
must he a harbour at Bunbury, if you
please. What for? We have never had
any reason. My lion, friend says it is to
ship the coal. We have no c.oal that will
pay to export. As far as my recollection
goes. the coal we have is one-third or one-
fourth less in value than Newcastle coal,
and it will not pay to export, although it
may be used in the colony. Presunm-
iug that we do require a harbour at
Bubury in the future, one would
imagine that a cautious Government,
who were spending at so great a rate, and
who were just aboutto borrow £26,000,000,

would ait least make sure that we have
the coal before eonstnictin a hiarbour
to export it. Then, again, if we have
coal to export, one would think that we
would build railways for the pits to the
nearest port. If I remember rightly, the
Collie line joins the Bunbury railway
many miles to the south. I am perfectly
willing to submit,, however, that if the
coal turns out to be at success, and is
merchantable aid fit for export, Bunibury'
Shall have a harbour. Then my lion.
friend says we require the harbour for
the export of timber. -We have only to
go through Perth to find out that the
timber conipauties cannot supply the local
mnarket, although prices have risen tre-
miendously. Buildings are, being con-
structed, not of our splendid jarrab, but
of imported softwood, simply because
the jarrab cannot he obtained. Before,
therefore, we' provide facilities for export,
surely we should take steps to see that
the local market is supplied. We should
wait until we have timber to export lbefore
providing facilities for shipment. Can
the lion, gentleman give us an instance of
timber being ready for export at, Bunbury
and no ship being available to take it?
We know that where produce is to be
exported ships will always go for it, not-
withistanding- that the harbour may not
be first-class. I am only mentioning this
as one of the cases I refer to as reckless
extravagance. I think the lion. gentle-
au will admit that, when a private

individual who is in debt finds himself in
funds which he did not anticipate, his
honest and proper course is to pay off
those debts. Here we find the govern-
int coming into possession of hundreds
of thousands of pounds they did not
anticipate, but they do not pay. off their
debts; they make the increase a reason
for borrowing further. What Idesire to
impress on the House is that we arc
about to borrow some £7,000,000, includ-
ing the amount for the Great Southern
Railway, which will miake our total
indebtedness (presuming the population
to 1.e 130,000) £80 or £290 per head,
and it therefore behoves us to see that
economy is used. I notice there is to
be a railway from fork to Greenhills.
I defy any lion. menmber to say that
this is necessary. Can anyone say
that agricultural pursuits cannot be
carried on successfully in a district
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which is only twelve miles from a railway 9
We know that farmers prefer to cart in
some seasons of the rear even to paying
the freight on the railway, because it
costs them very little owing to their
teams at that particular period being
idle.

The Hog.. R. G1. BURGEs: Nonsense.
THE fibs. S. H. PARKER: It is easy

to say nonsense. The hon. member will
have' an opportunity of replying, and
will be able to show that I amn speaking
nonsense. In the summer teams are
standing idle, and it then costs very little
to cart 12 mniles. This railway to Green-
hills means a separate service altogether,
and separate rolling-stock, and I ask
lion, mnembers how ninny people will use,
it? I also ask how long will it take to
carry the whole of the produce of the
district, through which it will run? One
fortnight in the year will enable every-
thing to be carried and then for the rest
of the year the line must be worked at a
largo loss to the general community.
Why is this? Because there is a generali
election coming on. Then, again, we
all desire to develop the goldfields, and
we recognise that they have done a
good deal for us in attracting London
capital. Although we are most pros-
perous through them, and our towns are
progressing indirectly through them, we
Must bear in mind that, directly, our
prosperity is due to John Bull's pocket-
a, field which produces coined gold and
coined silver. - Nevertheless, we are pre-
pared to do what we can to promote the
welfare of the goldields. In these
circumstances the railway extension to
Menzies is legitimate, but what do we
want a, railway to Kanowna, for:? If
Kanuowna is a valuable mining district,
surely' it can be worked most profitably
with a railway within 1- miles of it. Do
we not remember how B3avley's Reward
claim was opened up A a distance
of -300 miles from a railway?" Do we
not know that the Miurchison -old-
fields have been developed, notwithstand-
ing the heavy cost of carting machinery?
Yet the Government say this railway to
Kanowna is necessary. This line, when
constructed, will have to be worked as a
separate service, and at a large cost. I
have been credibly informed that it is
perfectly ridiculous to construct a railway
to Kanowna, as there is nothing there to

justify even a train way. I have mentioned
these matters because, if there is one duty
we owe to our constituents, it is to see that
no burdenis are placed on the people
which they should not be called upon to
bear. The time will come when we shall
no longer he able to borrow. For MY
part, T wish that time had arrived.
Public works will then cease, and there
will be a general exodus from the colony,
and the landowners only will remain to
pay the taxes. I trust the country
members will bear this in mnind, and if
in the future they arc called upon to
contribute to what is known as a pro-
gressive land tax, they will have to thank
the present Government for it. The
towvnspeoplc will not feel the tax so
much. Eventually all taxes miust come
froni the land, and in the future it wilt
be the land that will have to pay the
interest on the present lavish expenditure.
As hon. n members wore desi rou s of pas si ng
the Loan Schedule without any further
information, I shall say nothing further
on the subject. One hon. gentleman has
said that I gave no reason. why I should
ask for information, but I pointed out
that the Loau Estimates contained ai
great deal of information as to how the
money was proposed to be expended.
This schedule gives no such information.
However, as hion. mnembers; do not desire
further information, I shall not trouble,
but I hope and trust when we conic to
the schiedule we shall 1)0 in a position to
suggest to the Legislative. Assembly the
striking out of many items which are
contained in it. I mentioned that the
time had not arrived when our credit in
the London market was stopped. It
seems to me to 1)e unfortunate that
English colonies are able to borrow
money so easily and so cheaply. It is
almost the ruin of them. Were we
unable to borrow mroney all necessary
works would have to be constructed out
of surplus revenue. Then we should
find it necessary to develop our goldfields
and build our railways, and then we
should see that there was no absolute
necessity for many of the works contained
in these Estimates.

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: It was
not my intention to address hon. mlen-
h~ers except for the ptirpuse of placing
on record my objection to the lavish
expenditure in the Bill before the
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House. As I pointed out the other
evening. the only bright spot, in the
whole business Is that we Ihavel Mill-
isiters whose honour is tunqusstiOiftbleI.
There must. be hours, however, wvhen even
the Premier miust lie awake and wonder
what the nresult of his policy will be. I
know that, as at progressive G~overunent,
Ministers lust go onl or they will not
hold office for 12 hours, but it is our duty
to pause and say hlow far they shall go.
I do not think any lion. mlember can
fairly say that the expenditure which is
proposedi is not bcflotld the capabili ties
of the colony at the present. timie. When
we come to look at the items in this Bill
and remember that the Government are
spending over-X £10,'000,000 in all, I think,
it is time to ask how we are going to
repay it. I do not so much object to the
liugeespenditure on the goldfields, because
I admit that it is from the goldfields
almost All our' prosperity has come, and
I will go so far as to say that the gold-
fields should have expended on themn the
money which they directly earn. Hon.
members would not mind expending even
large sums of money if the Government
would iirovide such; a sinking fud as
would repay the whole loan in about 25
years. As it is, the sinking fund is
foure v trifling, and does not start for

yeu ars after the mnoney is borrowed.
I will just refer to a few of the items in
this schedule. Most of us know York.
Within a quarter of a mile of one another
there are txvo mnain bridges, and in the
centre there is a spring bridge. Now
the Government are going to spend more
money for another bridge, and expend
still further sumls in shifting one of the
bridges already' there to another place.
WVhen this work is; comnplete Yorli, within
the space of half-a-milet, will have a
bridge for every' hundred inhabitants
within five milecs of it. Another itemi of
expenditure I disapprove of is that prto-
vided for G-overnment House. [ quite-
admit that Governmnt I-ouse shouldd be
snelh that we all Inight feel proud or, bilt
I find that hL*st year 16,O000 was spot:tt
upon it, anti now we :are asked to provide
£C20,000 for a hall-roomn anl ab few oither
roomns. I do not think this is tilL time
to expend mlle inl this way. Proj labl~y
my remiarksi are, simplyN a wa-ste of IireaiI.m.
lbut I ;alniit hielp plain~lg onl record my~
views. lialwna~~owvrISiilhv

tilepleasure of r-eferringto Ifanisa~rd," andI
seeing my remnarks justified. If they are

Inot it 'vill he all the better for the colon's;
I nioticne that, sums are provided for- the
Emnibury harbour works, and for a. rail-
warv to the Greenhills. They were po
bably placed in this schiedule so that 1o0U.
members might have no power to deal
with them. "Why was not the Kanownua
railwaky put ill this BillI also?-

THE MINISTER FOR IMINEsK (Ho1n. E.
H. Wittenooi) : We have no revenue to
pay it with; we have only £16,000 left.

THE HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I cil-
deavour to do my ditty to toy constituents,
and I take the trouble to read every
remark which falls from the leader of the
Governmnent, in another place. From
what he has said, I take it that at the

Iend of the year there will be! at least
£500.000 over thle Estimate, and out of
this many of the works onl the loan
schedule might well have beenu tndertak-en.
The Governent aire throwingy 11o0e1y
about broadcast. Northai is" to have
£27,000 for a railway station, aid then
because Northam has a station every
other village must have a1 stationl. When
this Bill is passed we shall be in tlte
tuniqute position of having voted
£P10,000,000 in one session. We are
here to check hasty legislation, -and T
trust hon. nmemblers will not allow these
items to pass without entering their
protest.

THrE HON. J. H. TAYLOR: As one of
the country members who are frequently
referred to as being anxious to get away,
I ma'- say that I am lperhiaps the most
countr y inenibern here, and although.
anious to get lback, it seems mx' prospects
,are as far away ats ever. The " Ide-
pendent Party " is, working with such
immniimse siweess that I am afraid that,
althouigh at coulntry' muembier, I shall still
have to continue to reside in town. No
doubt one of tite objects of 1te laIde-
Ipendent Party "is to secure mm v residence
in Perth. I ulin still a shlav to duity,
however, and slmall oppose their efforts
aigainst the good of thle country as long
aLS is ncesSa;ryv. Even at the cost of the
sneers and jibes of that, pairty I shiall
suppor't the Government policy for the
development of the goldli4lds to int'
uttmost. I ju11ite agree wviith die 1Ron1. Mr.
Parker thait itmany of thme itelums put dowit
ini the Toamt Bill shoutld ha~ve' hi-cit PaKil
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tor- out of revenue, hut wheLre I differ
from him is that the first items he attacks
are those which relate to the goldfields.
If lie had concentrated his efforts against
sonic of the other items, and had left
those for the g~oldfields alone, I might
have found it lass difficult to Sup)port,
bin,. The lion, member has told us that
hie inet a. gentleman who stated that sonic
of the places which were mentioned on
these Esimnates were mm nknown.

THE Hoy. S. HI. PARKER: flallagidi.
Where is that.'

THE HON. J. H. TAYLOR : Somec-
where near the I.O.U.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: You do1 not.
know.

THE flow. J. H. TAYLOR: Yes I
do, only the Government have recently
Changed the name of the place. I asked
thme lhon. gentlenian to name his authority,
hut hie declined. I have my suspicion
that it is a well-known pessimst. who is
abmout to clear out and run the place
down. Such people ought to be dis-
credited rather than encouraged, and
certainil y should not be quoted in this
House. Another itemn he attacked was
the vote for the Coolgardie Chamber of
Mines. This is an institution having for
its object, the advancement of nming
throughout the whole of the Western
Australian goldfields. It has already
received £e500 from the Government, and
the £4,500 which is here provided is for
building a School of Mines under the
auspice!s of the Chamber of Mines, which.
except in this instatnce, has received no
assistance from the Government. All
the assistance the chamber has received
uip to the present is from the Enuglish
Companies, which each] pay a subscription
of 10 guineas. Any entertainment--that
iniay have been given was provided out of
the pockets of the members, and not by
the chamber. It is at most deserving
institution, and should he well supported.
The Hou. Mr. Parker has also referred
to the cessation in the Hlow of English
mtoney. Although this may' be so, I am
certain that during the next 12 months
we shall have such an enormous output
of gold that it will fully compensate for
the cessation. I am glad the hon. mem-
her mentioned that the progress of the
colony was largely due to British Capital.
All bon. members know what this country
was before the capital caine here and

what it is now. We are all becoming
extremely frightened lest that capital

*should leave us, and I think this is
a fitting opportunity to uarge on the
Government and Parliament to relax the

*onerous labour conditions which are in
force. Prospecting does not pay except
On exceptional claims. The Buubur~y
harbour works were referred to. This is
not at work for my constituency, but I am
in favour of it. Quite lately ai report has
been published oni the timber resources of
the Country, and we are told that we have
an enormous asset. The tim ber has been

*in its present position for iuany years.
Iand wlli remain there unless facilities are
given for working it. The present
regutlations are unworkable for new-
Comners. The existing mills are working
uinder enutirely different conditions from
those wvhich aire now imposed, atid unless
the present conditions are relaxed we
shiall never be able to obtain Capital to
d'welop the inidustry. The Kanowna
railway seems to be the object of attack
by) the members of the "Independent
Party' ." They say it is a separate rail.
way, bait it is really an extension of the
present system, and it furnishes one more
link in that chain which will connect
Freniantle with the Other colonies, and go
to make that port the great hiarbour
which we all hope for. At present there
aire threo 1 0-head batteries working at
Kanowna, and they have been working
for 12 months onl 24,oz. stone. There
are other mines there which will erect
batteries as soon as railway facilities are
provided. Beyond Kanowna, thiere are a
number of other mines which can be

*developed by the aid of this railway. With
these remarks I shall support this Bill.

THE HoN. F. Ma. STONE : I rise to
protest against the extravagance of the
Government. We ind from this Bill
that the Government aire about to throw
money broadcast in all directions. There
are to be agricultural railways, and
mniners' institutes, and these in some
places where there are only at few people
living.

THE MINISTRr FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoomn): Name them.

TuE Hox. F. M. STONE: Gooseberry
Hill1, Belmont, Coogee, Jandakot, Lower
Blackwood, and several others.

THE HoN. D. K. CONGDON: You do
not know anything about it.
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THE HON. F. Mi. STONE: Before
long Coogee will form part of Fremantle,
and where, then, will be the necessity for
an agricultural ball ? Hf the Government
had put down the £18,000 provided for
these items to improve the roads iii Perth
some good might have been done, because
then the caipital would have been habit-
able and attractive for ipeople to come to.
Instead of this, the money has been
scattered amiong a number of districts
because a general election is coming on.
Then we find £23,000 down for a railway
station at Northam. We know that when
railways run through a town that tow n is
wviped out. All that is wanted at Nortbam
is a good platform. The reason why
Coolgardie desired to have the line to
Menzies starting from there was the very
reason that, if the train once ran through,
it would seriously affect the town. Nor-
than will never be a, centre, and when we
come to the item I hope the Minister
will be able to furnish us with full details.
Then I come to the Bunbury harbour
works. When harbour works have had
to be constructed in the past the question
has been referred to a select committee,
and the necessary amount placed on the
Loan Bill. In this case the Government
have been afraid to pilace it on the Loan
Bill, because they knew it would not be
passed. Again, we have neither plans
nor information about the work, and yet
we are asked to commit ourselves to the
expenditure of £100,000. Then, coming
to another item for Sunbury, I find
£2,000 is provided for a line to the race-
course. Here, at the capital, we have
been going to the racecourse for years by
the road. Thousands of people have
gone in this way, and yet the few people
at Bunbury must have a railway. In
the case of the Perth racecourse line, the
interest, wre are told, has been guaranteed.
Why has it not been guaranteed in this
ease ? Probably because the line is pro-
vided as a sop to the people of Bunbury.
As the Hon. M1r. Parker has said, we
should have had the Loan Estimates
before us, but as hon. members have
determined otherwise, we must do without
them. I cannot help saying, however,
that the Government are going too fast.
They say, now that they have the revenue,
we will throw it broadcast about the
country, so that when the elections come
on they may be enabled to come back

I without any opposition. Although I
Iagree that the Premier is honest and
straightforward, still there should be
sonic check on legislation, and it has
fallen to this House to effect the check.
The party to which I belong hats been
much abused, but if it had not been for
that party measures which had been1
passed would have been a disgrace to the
colony. If hon. members will look at
the Waterworks Bill-

THE MINISTER FOR MINEs (Ron. E.
H. Wittenoom) : That is the only Bill
which has been throwvn out during the
session.

THE RON. F. MW. STONE: What
about the Mines Regulation Bill, which
would have been passed, had it not been
for the Hon. Mr. Parker, without a
penalty clause, However, perhaps it is
of no use my saying much, and I can
only again enter my protest against the
lavish expenditure on the part of the
Government.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): I do not propose to
say very much in reply, for the reason
that no arguments have been brought
forward against the Bill. The Govern-
ment have been criticised as being
extravagant and with spending too
much money here, and too much there,
but this criticism has come only from
those who have a superficial *know-
ledge of the requirements of the different
country districts. The Hon. Mr. Parker
said it was a duty hon. members owed to
their constituents to criticise the Bill in
this way, but I should like to know why
the members of the Assembly did not
consider it their duty' to stop this Bill.
Indeed, what is there to object to ? As
far as I know, a few iialtry' items, such
as agricultural hafls or a small race-
course line, the whole lot of which will
cost under £20,000, have beeu objected
to. Take the one item-agricultural
halls. These are small buildings which
are put up at a cost of about £250 each
in small centres, so that the people
living there may meet together, and
in many instances, I may say, the
revenue derived from the sale of town
lots in the localities will cover, many
hundreds of times over, the cost of the
halls. It is useless for me to say any-
thing more, because nothing has really
beenourged against the Bill. I will only
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add that the whole of the Estimates have
received the most careful consideration of
the Government, and in saying that the
expenditure has been scattered broadcast
throughout the coulhtry, it is rather a
compliment to the Government than
otherwise, because it shows that no part
of the colony fronm north to south has
beenl neglected. Although it is possile
that some small item might have been
done without, on the whole the Govern-
mneat have done their best to expend the
money in such a manner ais will give
facilities to the people, and help themi to
lire -with a little more comfort than they
have been able to do -hitherto. The
Government. are not extravagant. The
country is going ahead rapidly, and
when we consider that there will be
only £16,000 left out of a revenue of
£3,000,000 it will be seen that no further
works could be undertaken from this
source. With these further remarks I
ask hon. members to agree to the second
reading of the Bill.

Question-put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
Clause 1-Application of moneys.
THE HON. S. Hf. PARKER: In order

that bon. members may not take exception
ag~ain to a course which I pursued in
co nnection with another Bill, I desire to
say that when we come to the schedule I
propose to make certain suggestions to
the Legislative Assembly. If they are
agreed to, it will be necessary to alter
this clause so as to make Lte amount
here stated agree with the schedule.

Clau1se-agreed to.
The remaining clauses were agreed to.
Schedule A-agreed to.
Schedule B:
THE HON. S. H. PARKER: Will the

bon. the Minister give us somne infor-
mation. as to the first item, " Bridge over
the Dale River." Where is thisP

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I cannot give any
information. It is rather absurd to ask
stich questions as these in the Legislative
Council. These maters have all been
discussed in another place, and these two-
pienny-hialf-penn *y questions. seem to be
put for no other purpose than obstruction.
I am not prepared to answer this. If
the boil. member wants answers to such

questions, let him put a notice on the
paper.

Tas RoN. S. H. PARKER: In the
circumstances I feel it iny duty to move
a suggestion to the Legislative Assembly
on every item. These matters have not
been discussed in another place, and,
therefore, it is our ditty to obtain somec
information upon them. We know that
in the Lower House the members are!
completely deioralisod. I do not know
that they are more so than the general

Ipublic, judging by the fact that there is
this large distribution of hinds going On.
The hion. member says that I ask these
questions for the purpose of obstruction.

iI do not care whether be thinks that or
not. I shall do my duty. I ask the hion.
gentleman whether lie knows whether
this bridge has already been completed
or not ?

THE MINISTER FR MINES (Hon. E. H.
WittenoonQ: I do not.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: Then I
Imove that it be a request to the Legis-
Ilative Assembly to omit this item. f rom
the schedule.

Question put.

The committee divided, with the follow-
ing result:-

Ayes
Noes

3
... .. ... IS

Majority against ... 10

AYES.
The Hon. S. H. Parker
The Honi. V. M. Stone
The Holl. F. T. Crowder

(Teilef).

Nos.
The Hon. H. Brime
The Hon. RI. G. Bmrges
The Hon. D. K. Congdon
The Hen. C. E..Dens~ter
The Hon. J2. W. Han ett
The Hon. A. B3. Kidson
The Hon. D. M~cKay
The Rol). J. R. Richelrdeon
The Hon. H. J. Sentudern
The Hon.%W. Spencer
Trhe Hon. J. H. Taylor
The Hon. E. H. wittenoom
The Hon. R. S. Haynes

(TellrI.

Motion was negatived.
THE HON. S. H. PARKER: I move,

"That the Legislative Assembly be re-
quested to omit item No. 147, 'Black-
wood River Bridge, McLeod's Crossing,
£1,000.'"t

Motion negatived.
THE Ho.-,. S. H. PARKER: 1 now

atsk the hon. member whether the hon.
gentleman cart give us any informiation
about the next item, " Blackwood River
Bridge, M'Leod's crossing £1,000."
Where is the crossing and what is the

[22 OCTOBER, 1896.]Appropriation Bill:
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necessity for the bridge ? Has the bridge
lbeen promised or not, or is it intended
that it shall be completed in the future'?
Is the hon. the Minister prepared to
answer this ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.
H. Wittenootn) : No, I am not.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: Then it
seems to me that the Legislative Council
is being flouted. by thle lion. gentleman.
He has already flouted bon. members
when he declinied to lay upon the table
what a statute enjoins upon him to lay
upon the table, and now hie declines to
give us information. I am bound, there-
fore, to mnove that the Legislative As-
sembly he requested to oiniit this item
from the schedule.

THE HON. F. M. STONE: I do not
see how we can proceed to pass itemis
without particulars. I 1know nothing
about this item.

THE@ MINISTER FR MINES (Hon1. E.
H. Wittenoom): And you do not want
to.

THE HON. F. MW. STONE: Surely
hon. members are not going to pass these
items blindfold unless we get particulars.
I must support thle motion of the Hon.
Mr. Parker.

THiE HoN. J. W. HACKETT: I am
sure the hon. mnember wil withdraw his
motion when hie hears that this item is
only a re-vote. The amount was onl last
year's Estimates and thle money is
required. The bridge is to lie built on
the Lower Black-wood, nine miles from
Karridale. A petition in favour of it
has been signed by the settlers, and the
site has been fixed after some discussion.

THE HoN. S. H. PARKER: The
information which the hon. member has
furnished is perfectly satisfactory and I
do not intend to press my motion. I wilt
now ask whether it is necessary to build
a bridge near Gilgerriug siding. I know
the crossings all up the river, and they
are hardly ever uncrossable. It is only
for a. few days in the year that any of the
crossings are not feasible. That being
so, why is it necessary to erect this
bridge?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : It is not always
necessary to erect a bridge on account of
water. We must remember that some of
the banks are precipitous, and the bottonis
sandy and difficult, to cross with loads.

THE HION. D. X. CONGDON: I move,
sir, that you do report progress.

The committee divided with the follow-
ing result:--

Ayes .. ... ... 7
Noes ... .. ..

Majority against ... I

Ay cs. Hors.
The Hou. W. Alexitnder The Hton. R. G. Burres
The Hon. If. Briggfa The Noit, C. E, Demp1 ster
The HT.. F. T. Crowder The H.n. S. J1. Hrans
The Hion. D. McKay The Hon. A. B. .tdo
The Hon. S. H. Parker The Hon. N. J. Suders
The Hlon. F. bf. Stone The lion. W. Spencer
The li-on. D. K. Congdon. The Hon, J. H. Taylor

(Trustr). The Honn. J, W. Hackett
(Tailer).

Motion iiegatived.
Ths HoN. R. G. BURGES: With

reference to this bridge, I may say that
it is absolutely necessary. The settlers
have petitioned for it, and it has b.-een
agreed that the most suitable place for it
is at Gilgerrinig.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: The ex-
planattion of the hon. member is highly
satisfactory and I shall not press my
motion. The next item I desire informat-
tion on is No. 149. I wish to knlow how
miany bridges there are over the Avon
and what is the necessity for this extra.
bridge at Northamn. I know there is a
central. bridge at York, and probably thle
Government feel that they must compen-
sate Northain by providing an extra
bridge.

THE HoN. C. E. DEMPSTER: I think
I can say that this bridge is necessary.
A largei amount of land has been cut up
at Northamn, and this bridge is necessary
in the interests of the settlers.

THiE HON. S. H. PARKER: How
many lbridges are there at Northiami?

TH4E HON. C. E. DEMPSTER: Only
one.

THE HON. S. H. PARKER: Seeing
that Northanm has only one bridge and
York three, I do not think 1 can reason-
ably object to Northaml having another.
In these circumstances I shall make rio
proposition in respect to this item. The
next item I should like some information
about is No. 152. Perhaps the lion. the
Minister will give us some particulars as
to this.

THEz HON. F. M, STONE: Before the
hon. member asks that, I should likec
some particulars about No. 150.

[COUNCIL.]
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THE HoN. R. S. HAYNES: I move
that the question he now put.

THE CHAIRMAN (Hon. Sir G-.
Shenton): I think the Ron. Mr. Parker
was on his feet first.

Tnn HON. S. H. PARKER: I move
that it be at request to the Legislative
Assembly to omit item 152. I make this
motion with a view to obtaining informa-
tion. I know there is a bridge at the
1.3-Mile, but I do not know that it is
necessary to have a bridge at Keliscott.

Motion put and negatived.
THE HON. S. H. PARKER: I niove

that it be a request to the Legislative
Assembly to omit item 1.54 front the
schedule. I do, so again with the view to
obtaining information.

THE HON. F. T. CROWDER: I move
that progress be reported.

The Committee divided with the fol-
lowing result:-

Ayes
Noes ..

.. 10
'-4

Majority for ... 6

Ayts.
The Hon. W. Alexander
The Hon. H. Brinea
The Hon. D. K. cession
The Hon. F. T. Crowvder
The Hon. D). McKay
The Hon,. S. H. Parker
The Hom. H. J. Saunader.
The lion. F. M~. Stone
Tile lion. J. H. Taylor
The Hon. W. spencer

(TOWle).

No".
The Ho.. R. G. Home
The Rion. J. W. Hac ett
The Hon. R. S. Haynes
The If... C. E. Dernpse

(Tellr).

Question put and passed.
Progress reported accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Rouse, at 11 o'clock, pan., ad-
joulrnefd until Friday, 23rd October,
1896, at 4-30 o'clock, p..

fgislafibe .sscrnbhv,

Tlfirs day, 22nd October, 1896.

neto:Civil Servants anld Life Assumaloe-flelay
of a Bigamy Trial-Messes, (3) from Legislative
Counnil-Adjounment.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at 4130
o'clock, P.

PRAYES

QUESTION-CIVIL SERVANTS AND)
LIFE ASSURANCE.

MR. SOLOMON, by leave and without
uotice, asked the Premier whether it was
the intention of the Government during
the recess to consider the advisability of
civil servants assuring their lives?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said the Government would be glad to
consider the question.

DELAY OF A BIGAMY TRIAL.

MR. MORAN, by leave, said he had
beein requested by some influential per-
sons in Fremantle, connected with two
of the principal churches, to ask the
Attorniey) General whether it was true
that a certain individual named Thomas
Libbis, who had been returned for trial
at Fremnantle on a, charge of bigamy, was
not to be tried; and if not, why not?
The omtission to try him on the charge
upon which he had been returned at
Frenmantle was an encouragement of
crime.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt), in reply, said such a case had
been returned at Fremantle for trial;
but there was a difficulty in proceeding,
and the matter had not altogether been
disposed of. The difficulty was as to
procuring the evidence necessary to prove
the alleged offence. The evidence neces-
sary in this case had to be obtained from
Victoria, and he could not at present say
whether the evidence would be obtain-
,able; but an endeavour was being made
to ascertain whether the required evidence
would be forthcoming.


